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The Second International Conference of Minia University*

"The Arab-Western Dialog:

Diversity or Divergence Unto Harmony?"
SIC:MU/AWD: DDUH

March 29-31, 2010
At

Suzan Mubarak Cultural Center
Minia University – Arab Republic of Egypt

In the Name of God
“Oh mankind! We have created you from a male and a female and made you into peoples and tribes in order for you to know each other………….” 

               (Hugorat, 13)
“And  had your Lord willed, He would have made people into one nation and yet they would still be diverse” 

                  (Hud: 118)
Never did modern history witness a time of diversity and divergent views as to day. Never was The World more in need for a serious and true dialog between nations and their diverse and overlapping cultures than today.  It has become obvious that nations should start a true and devout dialog between cultures characterized by open mindedness and a broad vision. 

Diversity is a divine right bestowed by God upon humans, stipulated in all religions and approved by international organizations. Diversity is justified in the human cultural legacy which renders it a fixed and innate fact. 


Within the dramatic impact of diversity, serial international events have posed tremendous challenges to the relations between nations. Consequently, ties between the Arab World and particularly The West, which is linked to Arab nations either geographically or historically, have been touched.  Hence, both parts have reached a mutual conviction and a heartfelt desire, fostered by the prevailing negative aspects of intolerance and rejection of The Other, to face the shared cultural and social challenges.

Interest in The Arab- Western Dialog has increased since 1994 with the Barcelona Declaration followed and supported by the Declaration of Multiculturalism in November 2001.  Ever since, President Husny Mubarak has had several initiatives calling for a composed and balanced dialog with The Other. Mrs. Suzan  Mubarak – First lady of Egypt has also had several initiatives for a cultural dialog hosted by the various national and international organizations she sponsors. There have also been several Arab and western initiatives targeting human true, effective dialog among nations & cultures. 

In November 2008, for instance, the European Parliament resolved to host an Arab week as a spark for a year-long Arab-Western dialog. In June 2009, US President Barak Obama took the initiative to address the Muslim World from Cairo, Egypt. He preluded a novel cultural dialog between USA and the Muslim World and called for an intercultural dialog. 

Motivated by a convincement that universities mirror world events, Minia University
( MU ) has started a long standing tradition in cultural dialog among nations by organizing international conferences, symposia, mutual cultural conventions. These events have been hosted by the various schools and institutions of MU which has become a permanent venue for cultural interaction and dialog in Upper Egypt.

Among the conferences organized under the umbrella of Minia University stands out the University’s first international conference (November 2008), the first episode in a series of conferences organized by the Suzan  Mubarak Cultural Center ( SMCC ) of MU.  Representatives of 31 countries participated in the conference and attempted, within an academic framework, to reach a better understanding of to day’s world to enable The World to lay the foundation of new ties based on mutual respect, tolerance, understanding, peoples’ aspirations and needs, accepting The Other and accepting lifestyle diversity. 

The First International Conference of MU demonstrated that international conferences play a pivotal irreplacable role in achieving world peace safety and understanding. It also showed that scholars are true participants of cultural dialog. The conference pinpointed a body of research areas worthy of sustained exploration for further cultural interaction and dialog among nations which reflects an honest global desire for collaborative work to develop and strengthen the bonds of peace, love, interaction and dialog among nations. 

The conference resulted in the announcement of a three-year series of international conferences with cultural festivals which all aim at starting a far reaching dialog which addresses all parts of The World. The conference also resulted in the proclamation of the year 2010 as a year of cultural dialog in MU; undoubtedly, a milestone in the progression of cultural dialog in Upper Egypt. The three-year series of conferences and festivals has the following stages:
1. “Cultural Dialog: Communication Channels Among Nations” held November, 2008. 

2. “Arab- Western Dialog: Diversity or Divergence Unto Harmony?” to be held March 29, 2010. 

3. “Arab-Afro-Asian Dialog: Language, Education, Culture and History” to be held March 2011. 

These conferences are intrinsically characterized by vertical continuity as they form an integrated schema. They are also inclusive as they are not limited to a certain area of specialization but rather incorporating fully fledged research exertion in various domains. 

The festivals on the margin of the conferences add an applied perspective which highlights the possibility of an intercultural dialog. 

This conference and the third conference of 2011 are privileged with international

evaluation of research papers to be presented for publication. Egyptian, Arab and foreign members will participate in the evaluation of papers. 

The 2010 conference “The Arab-Western Dialog: Diversity or Divergence Unto Harmony?” to be held March 29th, 2010 reflects profound interest in the topics pertinent to cultural dialog. The conference has been orchestrated to address the underlining of  the challenges to the Arab World and the West and to clarify the erroneous configurations, concepts and apprehensions of each part involved in the dialog towards The Other.  It is hoped that this will lead to creating solutions for miscommunication and to presenting better chances of a more conscious and successful cultural dialog and exploring the availability of new terms for the relationship between The West and the Arab World based on mutual respect for peoples' needs and aspirations. The Arab World and The West have significant social & cultural differences. Knowing each other is the first step towards organizing the relationship with The Other and supporting the deep faith in the importance of protecting multi-culturalism and cultural diversity as a human demand because peoples of the World are far more united by their common fate rather than by their separate entities.

The 2010 conference is organized by Suzan  Mubarak Cultural Center. The conference is a three – day Arab-Western Dialog scheduled to open at 12:00 o'clock p.m., March 29th, 2010. The conference will be attended by representatives of various nationalities: Arab, European, American, Asian, African, Canadian,….etc. There will be researchers, professionals, diplomats, businessmen, educationalists, mass media personnel, plastic artists, musicians and many others interested in the issues raised in the conference, They will gather together to discuss the initiative for reaching the means of achieving peace, protecting humanity from the negative aspects of diversity and divergence and protecting national identity while sustaining the benefits gained from globalization.

All participants will be engaged in a global in -depth discussions to bring together- the peoples of the World with the purpose of focusing on the role of exchange among cultures in promoting human development and peace. It is hoped that this conference will come out with a set of announcements that will lay the foundation for further initiatives aiming at strengthening Arab-Western co-operation. On the occasion of the announcement of the conference and the cultural festival, Minia University welcomes the participants in both events

Conference Objectives:

1- Investigating challenges, problematic issues and examples of successful dialog and inter-communication between cultures with the purpose of obtaining a better knowledge of the realities of inter-cultural dialog through exchanging and up-dating knowledge to reach a better understanding of the nature of cultural dialog, bases, stages, mechanisms, prohibits and factors of success.

2- To bring civilizations represented by various cultures closer together with the purpose of deepening understanding, establishing a common foundation for cultural dialog and sharing international experiences and good practices in the face of what is referred to as cultural clash, inevitable diversity and divergence. This is supposed to raise the awareness within the international community of the need for respecting and promoting diversity of civilizations and appreciating the contribution of civilizations to the destiny of mankind. This presents chances for putting an effective cultural dialog into practice.

3- Evaluating the ways and techniques available in the area of cultural dialog and developing an action plan for twinning projects between Arab and western countries with the purpose of solving the problems pertinent to the challenges and gaps of cultural dialog for accessing the optimal ways of achieving inter-communication and cultural dialog among Arab and Western countries.

4- Tracing back throughout different eras the history of cultural dialog, communication channels and models among Arab and Western cultures and of all the related issues in the areas of language, education, instruction, accreditation and quality assurance, peace, women and children etc… This is supposed to provide a deep historical vision of the relations between these countries and an activation of building linguistic and cultural bridges of communication among these nations.

5- Providing chances of scientific and research-based communication among scientists, researchers and experts in different fields with the purpose of exchanging and up-dating knowledge and highlighting the effect of scientific and technological development on cultural dialog and related issues in different fields.

6- Evaluating the educational reality, updating and sharing knowledge thereof by reconsidering the mission, vision and educational objectives in conformity with the age of globalization and technology while suggesting educational programs which reflect local cultural traits and a global background which provides the merits of globalization within a humanist framework. It is hoped that this will help quality assurance achieve the type of education that will be accredited locally and internationally.

7- Opening a wide spectrum of discussion among scientists, researchers, thinkers of different cultures on issues and problems of women and children who represent a wide sector of Arab and western societies as well as on issues regarding the necessity to bridge the gender gap and create opportunities for women to utilize their full potentials and be empowered culturally, socially, economically and politically.

8- Investigating the side effects of globalization especially on cultural and linguistic identity.

9- Sharing international experiences and good practices in the areas of language, culture of peace, educational systems, quality assurance and accreditation and other domains related to the issues discussed in the conference.

10- Opening a wide spectrum of discussion among representatives of nations, agencies, local and international associations, foreign and Arab embassies as well as cultural bureaus in Cairo with the purpose of promoting wider domains that have been neglected for long.

11- Exploring instances of Arab and Western cultural contact and cultural mélange throughout history.
Cultural Festival Objectives:
· It is hoped that the international cultural festival achieves the following objectives:                                              

1- Displaying the cultural uniqueness of different nations through an exhibition of their folklore, national cuisine, plastic arts, national costumes, music, etc.; thus encouraging global cultural exchange, among nations. 

2- Identifying means of cultural dialogue among nations through art, music and sports.
3- Raising cultural awareness and highlighting the importance of cultural dialogue in promoting harmony among nations. 
4- Propagating cross-cultural values: tolerance, acceptance, and understanding the perspective (theory of mind) and cultural patterns of the Other.

Expected Participants:

The University invites professionals, academics, university staff, plastic artists, students, publishers, mass media personnel, and those interested in the issues raised herein to attend the conference and the festival to take part in unrestricted debates on decisive issues and means of cultural dialog.

The following individuals and agencies are also invited to participate in the two events:

1- National and international Dignitaries interested in the conference issues.

2- Egyptian diplomats.

3- Foreign embassies to Egypt & their cultural bureaus in Cairo.

4- Arab embassies to Egypt & their cultural bureaus in Cairo.
5- Exhibits, culture palaces, plastic artists & folkloric arts bands that will participate in The Cultural Festival.
6- National & international organizations, agencies, councils, associations, leagues and centers interested in Arab – Western cultural dialog.

7- Egyptian Universities: State & Private.

8- Arab & Foreign Universities.

Pivots of the Conference:

The three-day interdisciplinary conference aims to explore the following dialogic pivots:
I
The Act of Cultural Dialog:
· Definition, Constraints, Factors of Success & Governing Factors:
· Interaction between cultures and the problematic of concept: cultural clash or cultural dialog? diversity or divergence unto harmony?

· The process of successful cultural dialog among nations as an effective communication act. (Entity-cycles-traits-types-levels-linguistic, social & delivery skills – mechanics).

· The ideological & cultural context of the act of communication & its effect on the understandability of the message.

· Non-verbal communication: prohibits in Arab-Western cultures.
· Barriers and constraints of cultural dialog:

· Variance of philosophical and intellectual concepts, visions, values, code of ethics, beliefs, in addition to wrong concepts and standards of judgment of controversial issues.

· Self-cultural vagueness and the concurrence of self-dialog and dialog with The Other.

· The Arab – Arab cultural vagueness: reality and aspirations.

· The Western-Western cultural vagueness: reality and aspirations.

· Cultural vagueness (diversity and divergence), means of dealing with information, cultural violence, the fanatic prejudiced cultural discourse & erroneous concepts.

· The new global system & cultural pluralism.
· The deficiency of course work to produce individuals capable of dialog while addressing intellectual Diversity.
· Factors of success of dialog among nations:
· The availability of pre-requisites that serve as a starting point for successful cultural dialogue: ( Geographical location – shared ideologies, beliefs and patterns of thinking, shared interests, needs and aims – historical relations and how people view things ).
· The importance of the awareness of cultural dialog, multi-culturalism and cultural exchange as tools of successful dialog.

· Channels of cultural interaction (e.g. parliaments, associations, organizations forums, TV channels and programs and establishing internet platforms) and their role in enhancing cultural dialog.

· Programs of exchanging cultural knowledge, based on cultural needs analysis, and their effect on clarifying cultural differences, vague concepts & erroneous perceptions.

· Charismatic characters & their impact on cultural discourse: Are the personal traits of these characters an innate gift that spellbinds the audience or an acquired skill? Or both?

· The role of Arab immigrants in western cultures and western migrants in Arab cultures as agents of successful cultural dialog. (students, immigrants, tourists, visitors, diplomats, businessmen, mass media personnel, families).

· Governing factors of  cultural dialog:
1- Power & domination of globalized economy & its influence on cultural dialog (Multi-national corporations, technology and mass production – market monopoly and resources – code, economical standards and product specifications – safety co-efficients and the effect of culture. (e.g.: automotive engineering, productive engineering, engineering designs) – industry, heritage and product identity.

2- The power of mass media as owner of news, facilities of knowledge and technology and its effect on cultural dialog.

· The image of The Other in Arab mass media and its effect on cultural dialog.

· The image of the Arab in the western mass media and its effect on cultural dialog.

· Handling linguistic and cultural discourse of Arab mass media by Westerners and vice-versa and the impact thereof on cultural dialog.

· The change of attitudes of western mass media after September 11th.

· The role of journalists & mass media personnel in Arab and Western cultural dialog.

· The effect of misconceptions and misperceptions in mass media material on cultural dialog.

· Freedom of expression in mass media: Does it have a ceiling? Does it affect cultural dialog between Arabs and The West?

· Mass media ethics and the effect of culture: A comparative perspective.

· The role of new agencies in promoting cultural dialog in the age of globalization.

· Electronic mass media and super informational highways and its effect on promoting cultural dialog.

· The effect of smart mass media on behavior control, public opinion and on the social texture at large.

3- Language as a means of cultural dialogue:

a- Literature and culture:

· Western literature of the 20th and the 21st centuries as a mirror of the cultures of The West.

· Arabic literature of the 20th and the 21st centuries as a mirror of the cultures of Arab countries.

· Arabs and Arab cultures as illustrated in Western literature (old and modern).

· Westeners and Western cultures as illustrated in Arabic literature (old and modern).

· The image of women in Arabic and Western literature: A comparative perspective.

· Male and female relations in Arabic and Western literature: A comparative perspective.

· Cultural concepts and values in Arabic and western literature: A comparative perspective

· Violence & fanaticism in Arabic and western literature.

· The values of tolerance & accepting The Other in Arabic and Western literature: 
A comparative Perspective.
· Arabic and Western literature for special purposes (orientalism – travelogue – myth – folkloric literature – children’s literature – war and peace literature – internet literature).

· Arabic works of literature translated into western languages: Agents of cultural dialogue.

b- Linguistics:

·  Pragmatic & Functional Linguistics: the functions and mechanisms of the act of communication in Arabic and Western languages.

· Stylistics and discourse analysis: features and traits of Arabic and western languages.

· Delivered speeches as a means of a successful cultural dialog: A cultural, political, religious, ideological, linguistic and social analysis of famous speeches in different languages.

· Electronic discourse and its effect on enhancing cultural dialog.

· Multi – linguistic diversity within Arabic and Western languages:

· Englishs* and Englishness**.
· Arabics ( and Arabicness((
· Frenchs* and Frenchness**.

· Spanishs* and Spanishness**.

· Germans* and Germanness**.

· Russians* and Russianness**.

· Italians* and Italianness**.
· Computational linguistics & digitalizing linguistic information: Efforts in the area of Arabic and Western languages.

c- Translation:

· Translation as a means of linguistic & cultural dialog between Arabs and Westerners since Mohamed Ali to present.

· The cultural and ideological context of translation and its effect on the feasibility of cultural dialog.
· Machine translation: could it be used in the cultural dialog act? Is it safe or risky because of expected misunderstandings?

4- Historical Roots and their Effect on Arab – Western Cultural Dialog.

·  Turkish culture: A mélange of Western and Eastern cultures.

· Andalusian culture: A mélange of Western and Eastern cultures.

· The cultures of the Arab countries of North Africa and the historical cultural exchange with The West.

· The historical cultural exchange between the Arabs and the Greeks and its effect on cultural dialog. 
· The historical cultural exchange between the Arabs and the French and its effect on cultural dialog.

· The historical cultural exchange between the Arabs and the British and its effect on cultural dialog.

· Historical cultural exchange between the Arabs and the Germans and its effect on cultural dialog.

· Historical cultural exchange between the Arabs and the Russians and its effect on cultural dialog.

· Historical cultural exchange between the Arabs and the Americans and effect on cultural dialog

· The American Experiment as an example of cultural mélange & cultural melting pot.
II
Culture Structures of Arab and Western Societies: A Comparative Perspective.

· Everyday life culture in Arab & Western countries:

· Fixed and endangered values, customs and traditions: A historical perspective.

· Ethics, values & concepts (e.g. work values and relations, the concept of freedom, the value of time and time management and team work, reading as a social value, the concept of friendship).

· Social events & social fine occasions as a mirror of the cultures of nations: (e.g. marraige, death, birth, feasts, entertainment and leisure time, humor and fun).

· The culture of food in Arab and Western cultures: meals, timing, components, ways of cooking, fast food.

· Folkloric and modern wear, a mirror of Arab and Western cultures and religions.

· Family system in Arab and Western cultures: A comparative perspective: 

· The Population pyramid and rates of population growth: a mirror of cultural visions in Arab and western countries.

· Arab and western personality traits and factors of change in the age of globalization.

· The generation gap: causes, effects, possible solutions and parental relations with children.
· Male and female relations as a reflection of culture.

· The stereotype image of women and means of supporting and empowering them in Arab and Western societies.

· Social roles and social relations within the family: smart and conventional.

· Teenagers: traits and problems in the Arab and Western societies.

·  The concepts of motherhood, fatherhood & parental relations as a mirror of Arab & Western cultures.

· Elderly people: concept, care and social problems in Arab and Western cultures.
· Violence, abuse and discrimination against women and children in Arab and Western nations.     

· Economical violence against women in Arab and Western cultures. 

· Educational systems in Arab and western cultures: A comparative perspective.

· Classroom concept and facilities available in Arab and Western schools and universities.

· Mission, vision and strategies of Arab and Western cultures.

· Quality assurance and accreditation in Arab and Western educational systems.

· The importance of the inclusion of global issues in the content of educational programs: A global perspective.

· E-learning and distance language and culture learning and their role in promoting cultural dialog between Arab and Western nations.

· The moral dimension, social conscience and social responsibility as part of the mission of education in Arab and Western cultures. 

· The role of teaching foreign cultures and languages in promoting cultural dialog.

· The image of the West in the content of educational programs in Arab countries.

· The image of Arabs in the content of the educational programs in Western countries.

· Arab students in Western universities: problems, cultural shocks and role in cultural dialog.
· Teaching the Arabic language & culture to Arab immigrants as a means of enhancing cultural dialog.

· The image of Moslem women in the textbooks of history in the schools of  Western countries.

· Dwelling and architectural system in Arab and Western countries: A comparative perspective:

· The effect of culture and environment on Architectural Phenomena and their Functions (e.g. windows - roofs – fronts)

· The effect of culture on Architectural Planning.

· Architecture of the poor: An environmental cultural perspective.

· Ecological Dwelling (ecologue): A tourist perspective.

· Slums as a social, economic, architectural, Health & aesthetic problem.

· Societal associations in Arab and Western Societies and their role in spreading out a successful cultural dialog:

· Educational institutions: Mission and role in training in the skills of cultural dialog and communication.

· Religious associations and their role in engraving the values of tolerance, accepting The Other, non-violence and non-fanaticism.

· Cultural associations and their responsibility towards spreading out the culture of dialog and disseminating tolerance and non-violence.

· Civil societies and their role in offering social services contributing to cultural dialog.

· International associations in Arab and Western countries and their role in cultural dialogue.

· Economic, cultural and technical communication and multi-cultural projects (businessmen's collaboration – internet training of youth centers of scientific excellence). 
III
International Co-operation Issues of Interest to Arab and Western Cultures:

· Health system is about the quality of life; not merely a disease- free community. How can the quality of life be attained in an age of much trouble and lure which render such quality a far off hope?.
· The industry of medicine and how far it suits the traits of cultural identities: A reflection of a correlated system (culture – medicine – nursery and pharmacy).

· Managing conjunctures of international epidemics in Arab and Western cultures.

· Legislations of electronic safety & monitoring systems in international forums, round tables, assemblies, airports, harbors and naval ports.

· International transport and crossing the borders between countries: practices, laws and legislations and electronic follow up transport.
· Arab- Western co-operation in protecting the Environment:
· International experiments and modern technology and the means of overcoming environmental pollution (linguistic, audible, behavioral, architectural, material (water, air, garbology).
· Values, code of ethics and environmental practices in Arab and Western societies.
· Laws& Legislations of protecting the Environment in Arab and Western countries

· Environmental education programs and their role in raising level of environmental awareness.   

· Arab–Western co-operation in addressing the issues of immigration:

· An evaluation of the legal immigration phenomenon: types – merits and demerits and effects on cultural dialog.

· Arab immigrants to western Cultures and their contribution to Western civilization and impact on cultural dialog.

· Means of strengthening relations between Arab immigrants living in Western cultures and their native countries.

· Illegal migration and its effect on cultural dialog.
· Arab – Western co-operation in the area of tourism, tourism promotion and its impact on cultural dialog:

A – Tourism Domain: 
· Types of tourism prevalent in Arab and Western countries.

· Electronic tourism and marketing tourism and their effect on cultural dialog.

· Means of raising the standard of tourist awareness and perceiving the importance of the constructive social role of tourism.

· The role of museums and monuments in achieving a successful cultural dialog among Arab and Western countries.
B - Folkloric art and music: a reflection of culture and a means of cultural & touristic attraction:

· Art & folkloric music as a reflection of culture.                                            
· Cultural inter – communication as the mission of art and music.

· Culture and Arab-western plastic arts: an inter-active effect.

· Folkloric plastic arts (puppets, patchwork, handcrafts): an effective way of cultural exchange.

· The gap in art awareness and the culture of art between Arab and Western cultures.

· Fine Arts and inter-communication between Arab and Western cultures (photography, batik, drawing on silk, drawing on rice paper, metal, leather and wood engraving, metals and diamonds, child painting and drawing, public art , animation, clay, ceramics and faience).

· Applied Arts: domains – role in development – effect on cultural dialog. 

· The effect of sports on cultural dialog:        
· The effect of sports on preventing negative social phenomena in Arab and Western societies:

· Sports relations between Arab and Western teams and clubs and their effect on cultural dialog.

· The Olympic games as a luminous example of brotherhood among nations.
· Luminous examples of sportsmen and their role in cultural dialog.
· Values and ethics of sports in the Arab and Western Educational programs.

· International co-operation in scientific research between Arab and Western countries and its effect on activating cultural dialog between them:
· Scientific research system within the frame of human – faceted globalization.

· Arab intellectual expatriate nationals to Western countries: challenges and problems.

· Reasons and factors of attraction in Western countries and reasons of the banishment from native countries of Arab competent intellectual expatriate nationals.

· Transfer of knowledge, experience and technology through expatriate nationals.

· Arab technological dependency on The West and the horizontal transfer of technology that suits culture,: challenges and problems. 
· Code of ethics of scientific research in Arab and Western countries.

· Funding and marketing scientific research as an international social responsibility.

· The applicability of scientific research and the relationship with industry and production.

· The role of Arab scientists in Western countries in developing scientific research.

· International co-operation in the area of technology between Arab and Western countries and its effect on dialog between cultures:
· Traits of the technological society and how far they suit Arab and Western cultural contexts.
· Technology and its effect on the cultural legacy of nations.
· Technological freedom, risks and rates of safety.

· The digital gap between Arab and Western countries and its effect on cultural dialog between them.

· The language of the internet: a possible effective means of cultural dialog.

· Electronic crime: Features, risks and laws.

· Electronic publications: Risks and safety.
IV
New Trends in Studying Cultures: Cultures of Arab and Western Countries as a Case Study.

· Sociology of the Internet: the use of the internet in the Arab and Western cultures and its effect on personality and traits of cultural context.

· Sociology of Globalization: Variance of impact on the individual and the society in Arab and Western cultures.

· Sociology of Garbology: The issue of recycling garbage & its effect on those who deal with it: A view from Arabic cultures and a view from the West.

· Sociology of the Market & Marketing: market structure and marketing practices as reflected by cultures, beliefs, values of Arab and Western societies.

· Sociology of Everyday Life: A comparative perspective.
· Structures of fractioned and comprehensive identities: A step towards changing patterns of cultural inequalities.

· New trends in studying the culture of trust among nations.

· New trends in specialized discourse (discourse for special purposes: DSP).

· Globalization discourse: A view from the West, a view from Arab countries.

· Cultural models of domestic violence in the era of globalization.

· Village and villagers in the age of technology and globalization: values, customs, traditions & everyday life: a view from the Arab countries, a view from the West.

· The role of cultural dialog in solving international problems & crises: A historical perspective.

· Social software applications and community practices and their effect on promoting cultural dialog among nations.

· The use of mobile learning and mobile technological devices ( laptops, mobile phones, flash memories) and their effect on promoting means of social dialog in the field of teaching foreign languages & cultures.

Activities of the Conference and the Cultural Festival:

· The conference will be held at the Suzan Mubarak Auditorium, Minia University, Minia, Egypt.

· The Opening Ceremony commences at 12 noon, Monday, 29 March, 2010.

· Parallel sessions will be scheduled for the presentation of papers and for recommendations throughout the three days of the conference.

· The cultural festival will be inaugurated at 3.00 pm on Monday, 29 March, 2010, and will run through the three days of the conference.

The following is a summary of the academic and cultural activities of the conference and the festival:
	Venue
	Event
	Time
	Day

	Monday, 29th March, 2010
	9:00-12:00 noon

12:00-3:00 pm

3:00 pm

6:00-9:00 pm
	Registration *
Opening Ceremony

Inauguration of the Cultural Festival

Parallel Sessions of Oral Presentation 
	Suzan Mubarak Auditorium

	Tuesday, 30th March,2010
	9:00-12:00 noon

12:00-2:00 pm

6:00-9:00 pm
	Parallel Sessions of Oral Presentation
Cultural Events

Parallel Sessions of Oral Presentation
	

	Wednesday, 31st March, 2010
	9:00-10:30 am

10:30-11:30 am

12:00 noon
	Recommendations

Closing Ceremony

Tour
	


* Registration will start a night before the conference (Sunday 28th March, 2010) at the hotels and will be continued on Monday morning from 9:00-to 12:00 noon at the center.
Submission of Abstracts & Papers:

Eligible papers relevant to the conference pivots are to be submitted for publication in one of the following languages: Arabic, English, German, French, Italian, Spanish, and Russian. An abstract in the original language used in writing the paper –only for researchers in the field of foreign languages – as well as translations ( for the abstract ) in both Arabic & English are to be submitted.

However, please note that oral presentations may be delivered in Arabic or English only, for the purpose of classifying the parallel sessions by content not by language.

· Only one page of an abstract (about 500 Words) will be printed.

· The abstract should exactly mirror the paper to be presented.

· Only abstracts & papers sent by e-mail are accepted, papers submitted by fax or by regular mail will not be accepted.

· Abstracts will be evaluated by members of a jury (Egyptians, Arabs & Foreigners) to ascertain the relevance of the topic to the pivots of the conference and to scientifically judge the quality of research methods.

· Specifications of scientific writing of research reports should be precisely followed.

· Abstracts should reach the convener by November 15, 2009.

· Authors of accepted abstracts will be notified and are kindly requested to submit papers by December 30, 2009.

· After evaluation by members of the jury, modifications and corrections are to introduced; papers are to be resubmitted not later than January 30, 2010.

· Papers submitted on time will appear in "The Book of Proceedings" that will be distributed during the conference. Papers which will be submitted beyond the deadlines due to uncontrolled reasons will appear in later issues after the conference.

Paper Specifications:

· MLA style of writing research reports is to be used. Papers should not be published as a full article in a Journal or proceedings of another conference without permission from conference convener.

· Report of research should briefly include objective of research, sources, tools of collecting data of research, methods of analyzing data & getting main findings. A rich comprehensive discussion of the findings is needed.

· Tables, figures should be original, clear & arranged in separate pages or included in the text immediately after the first reference to it.

· Papers must be submitted on A4 paper (21.5 cm x 29.6 cm).

· Papers submitted in Arabic must be typed in simplified Arabic 14 for titles, simplified Arabic 12 for subtitles and text, line spacing: single.

· Papers submitted in Foreign Languages must be typed in Times New Roman 14 for titles, Times New Roman 12 for subtitles and text, line spacing 1.5.
Margins:

Top margin:                   3.3 cm

Bottom margin:             4.3 cm

Left margin:                  4.0 cm

Right margin:                3.3 cm
On the top of the first page, the following must appear on the left for papers in Foreign Languages and on the right for papers in Arabic.

Author's Name

Title

Position

Affiliation

The Second International Conference of Minia University.

"The Arab-Western Dialog: Diversity or Divergence unto Harmony?"

SIC:MU/AWD: DDUH

Oral Presentation Format:

· Papers submitted for oral presentation should not exceed a reading period of fifteen minutes (4 pages) in order to allow sufficient time for discussion (ten minutes). 
· Translation to the other languages mentioned will be available. The paper may be published in any of the accepted languages mentioned above.
· Language of oral presentation is Arabic or English.          
Fees and Modes of Participation:

I
Researchers interested in attending the conference and the festival & in having their papers published in the proceedings whether as presenters or non-presenters of papers:

a-  LE 350 for researchers residing in Egypt (Egyptians, Arabs or foreigners)

b- $ 350 for researchers not residing in Egypt (Egyptians, Arabs or foreigners).

· Fees cover attendance at the conference and the festival & publication fees, getting conference publications & local transportation in Minia City.

· Fees do not include the postage for shipment of conference publications nor accommodation or meals.

· The attached brochure includes a list of local hotels and restaurants in Minia City, phone & fax numbers & addresses. The convener confirms that there is no responsibility what–so–ever for reservations at the hotels. This is a personal responsibility of the researchers and the participants in the conference. Please, contact the hotel or restaurant directly.

II
Researchers interested in publishing their papers without attending the proceedings of the conference:

a-  LE 300 for researchers residing in Egypt (Egyptians, Arabs or foreigners)

b- $ 300 for researchers not residing in Egypt (Egyptians, Arabs or foreigners).
· Fees cover publication Arabs & Foreigners getting Book of proceeding but do not include shipment.  
III
Participants Interested in Organizing a Plastic Arts Exhibit for promotion purposes: 
· LE 350 for researchers residing in Egypt (Egyptians, Arabs, or Foreigners)

· $ 350 for researchers not residing in Egypt (Egyptians Arabs or Foreigners).

IV
Participants Attending the Conference with no Paper to Present or Publish:

a- LE 150 for participants residing in Egypt (Egyptians, Arabs or Foreigners).

b- B- $ 150 for participants not residing in Egypt (Egyptians, Arabs or Foreigners).

· Fees cover attendance at the conference and local transportation in Minia City and getting the Book of Proceedings. Accommodation and meals are not included.

V
Companions: Same as in Item IV
VI
Tour:

· A tour to famous ancient Egyptian sites in Minia Governorate will be available.

· Fees (including Lunch) are as follows:

a- LE 100 for participants residing in Egypt (Egyptians, Arabs or Foreigners)

b- $ 50 for participants not residing in Egypt (Egyptians, Arabs or foreigners)

Payment of Fees:

· For participants residing in Egypt, payment can should be made in Egyptian pounds through the National Bank of Egypt, Minia University Branch, account # (9/450/8797/43).

· For participants not residing in Egypt, payment can be made in US dollars to the National Bank of Egypt, Minia University Branch, account # (11/372/888)

· All other fees requested by the Bank for any transfer of funds should be added to participation fees, on payment.

· In all cases, payment of participation fees and extra pages should be done right when the paper is submitted for publication in its final form. A copy of the payment order should be sent by fax to The Conference Convenor. 
Fees for Extra Pages:

· The above – mentioned fees cover publication of a 20 page paper in the Proceedings of The Conference.

· Fees for papers exceeding 20 pages are as follows:

a- LE 10 for each extra page in papers submitted by researchers residing in Egypt (Egyptians, Arabs or Foreigners)

b- $ 5 for each extra page in papers submitted by researchers not residing in Egypt (Egyptians, Arabs or Foreigners).

Conference Publications & Evaluators:

· Conference program.

· Book of Conference Proceedings.

· Both of the above will appear as publications of Minia University. 
· Papers will be evaluated by Egyptian experts who are members of scientific committees for promotion to professorship or associate professorship as well as Arab and Foreign experts in the field ( two evaluators for each paper ).

·  Editing will be carried out by Egyptian specialists and foreign consultants who are native speakers of the language of research paper as far as possible.

Deadlines for Submitting Abstracts & Papers:( All correspondence should be by e-mail ).
· Deadline for submitting abstracts: November 15, 2009.

· Deadline for submitting papers in full: December 30, 2009.

· Deadline for re-submitting, papers with modifications suggested by members of the jury: January 30, 2009.

Academic & Cultural Certificates Issued by the Conference Convener:

1. Publication certificate: This requires submitting a research for publication and introducing all modifications suggested by evaluators and submitting the paper in its final form, in time. Fees also should be paid.
2. Publication and oral presentation certificate. This requires submitting a paper for publication and oral presentation in one of the parallel sessions of the conference.

3. Participation in The Conference Proceedings: Requirements are as clarified in the following paragraph.

Terms required for all certificates: 
· In order to achieve the mission of the conference and in order for the conference to be more than just presenting a paper without passing through cultural interaction, the certificates mentioned in 2 and 3 require attendance of the Opening Ceremony and at least two parallel sessions of oral presentation. Procedures will be developed through cards to be submitted at the entrance of Halls.
Cultural Events:

The conference will also be accompanied by a cultural festival in which many nations are expected to participate. The festival will display characteristics of various cultures in the areas of plastic arts, national wear and cuisine, music, crafts, folklore and folkloric arts.

Registration & Submitting Abstracts & Papers:

To register and to submit abstracts & papers, please fill in the form in

www.minia.edu.eg
or send it by e-mail, by fax or by regular mail to:
Professor Amal Moustafa Kamal

E-mail address: profamalmoustafa.SMC@gmail.com
Or: prof.amal.smcmu2010@gmail.com
Mailing Address:

Prof. Amal Moustafa Kamal

Deputy Head, Administrative Council

Suzan Mubarak Cultural Center

Minia University 

Minia, Egypt

For further information, please contact

Prof. Amal Moustafa Kamal

Mobile: 0101952838

Tel: 002-086-2-36-67-88

        002-086-2-29-60-35

Fax:002-086-2-34-26-01 
Hotels in Minia:

	Horus Resort
	****
	+2 086 9204444
	River Bank Street

	Aton Hotel
	****
	+2 086 234-2994
	River Bank Street

	Military Forces Hotel
	
	+2 086 236-6274
	Eastern Bank  

	Mercurre (Etap)
	****
	+2 086 234-1515
	River Bank Street

	Cleopatra Hotel
	***
	+2 086 235-7222
	Taha Hussin Street

	Lotus Hotel
	***
	+2 086 236-4541
	Railway Station Street

	Minia University Hotel
	
	+2 086 237-0487
	Agricultural Road

	Minia University Hostel in Cairo
	
	+2-02 415 7617
	Heliopolis, Cairo


Restaurants in Minia:

	Kentucky
	(KFC)
	+2 086 237 5002
	River Bank Street

	Primo
	(Italian)
	+2 086 232 4554
	291 Al- Nasr Street

	Tweety
	(Italian)
	+2 086 232 6532
	Taha Hussein Street

	Zad
	(Middle Eastern)
	+2 086 237 0222
	River Bank Street

	Bondoqa
	(Middle Eastern)
	+2 086 232 6532
	Taha Hussein Street

	Al-Khaleel
	(Middle Eastern)
	+2 086 233 4433
	Abdel Moneim Street

	University Club Restaurant
	(Middle Eastern)
	+2 086 236 2507
	River Bank Street
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Participation Form

I.  Personal Data:

                          first                     middle                              last 

Name: …………………………………………………….……………………………
Sex:                                                   Male:                              Female:

Age: ……………………………………………………………………..……………..
Nationality: ………………………………………………………………………..….

Academic Rank:

	Associate professor: 
	Professor: 


	Junior staff: 
	Assistant professor: 




Speciality: …………………………………………………………………..…………

Occupation: …………………………………………………………………………
Place of work:

	Faculty: ………………………..…..
	Dept: …………………………..

	Other: ……………………………...
	University: …………………..…


Mother language: ………………………………………………………………….

Other: ……………………………………………………………………….…….…..

Mailing address: ……………………………………………………..……………..

Telephone number: ………………………………………………….……………

Office: ………………………….                Home: ………………………….                

Mobile: .……………….………..               Fax: ……………………….…….                
E-mail: ……………………………………………………...                
· Place of residency during the conference:
	                                Other:     
	                                                      Hotel: 



· Please see the attatched list of hotels and restaurants in Minia City: 

II. Data of Participation in The Conference and the Festival and in 

     Other Cultural Activities:

- Participation modes:

1. Participating with a paper presented for publication and oral presentation and attending The Conference Proceedings. (    )

2. Participating with a paper presented for publication (without oral presentation) and attending the Conference Proceedings. (    )

3. Participating with a paper presented for publication (with oral presentation by a colleague), without attending the Conference Proceedings. (    )

4. Participating with a paper presented for publication (without attendance) (    )
5. Participating in the Conference Proceedings without a paper. (    )

6. Participating with a Plastic Arts Exhibit with the purpose of presenting it as part of the scientific work presented for promotion to the committées of professorship or assistant professorship. (    )

7. Participating with a Plastic Arts Exhibit and a paper for publication without oral presentation. (    )

8. Participating with a Plastic Arts Exhibit and a paper for publication and oral presentation. (    )

- Attending the ceremonies:

a. Attending the conference opening ceremony :            Yes:            No: 
     12:00 p.m  first day

b. Attending the Inauguration of the cultural festival:        Yes:            No:

      3:00 p.m  first day

c. Attending both(a)and(b):                        Yes:                    No: 

d. Attending the parallel sessions:               

     6:00 - 9:00 p.m First Day:        Yes:                                      No:  

     9:00 - 12:00 a.m. Second Day: Yes:                                      No: 

     6:00 - 9:00 p.m Second Day:    Yes:                                      No:  

· Expected Date of arrival to Minia: ………………………………….…….

· Means of transportation:                            Train:                 Bus:            Car:
· Expected date of departure: …………………………………………….

· Means of transportation:                            Train:                 Bus:            Car:
III.  Research Paper Data: 

· Speciality: ……………………………………………………………
· Belongingness to conference pivots: 
                                                                           Major:                  Minor:

· Title of research ( in the language of the field of specialization in the 

   case of language studies)

………………………………………..……………………………………………….……
……………………………………………….……………..…………….………………...

· Title of research in English: 

………………………………………..……………………………………………….……
……………………………………………….……………..…………….………………...

· Title of research in Arabic:

………………………………………..……………………………………………….……
……………………………………………….……………..…………….………………...

· Language of publication: …………………………………..………………

· Language  of oral Presentation: ………………………..……...…………

Day 1, evening:

Day 2, morning:

Day 2, evening:

· Equipment required for presentation:

Projector:                                         

Data Show:                                      

Other: ……………………………………..………...… 

IV.  Participation in the Cultural Activities:

· Visiting the University Gallery:                                  yes:                     No:  

12:00 – 2:00 p.m Second Day

· Tour :cites of Ancient Egyptian monuments:         yes:                     No:

12:00 p.m Third Day

V.  Companions*:

· Name: ………………………………………..……

· Relation to participant: ……………………….…

Signature:                                                Date:    /   /2008

          -----------------
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Companionship Form

I.  Personal data:
                          first                     middle                              last 

Name: …………………………………………………….……………………………
Sex: Male:                                       Female:

Age: ……………………………………………………………………..……………..
Nationality: ………………………………………………………………………..….
Occupation: …………………………………………………………………………

Relation to the conference participant: ……………………………………….

Mother language: …………………………………………………………….…….

Other: ……………………………………………………………………..…………...

Tel or mobile: ……………………………………………………………….………..

E- mail: …………………………………………………………………………………..

· Place of residency during the conference:
	                          Other: 
	Hotel: 



· please see the attatched list of hotels in Minia City: 

· Expected date of arrival to Minia: ………………………………….…….

· Means of transportation:         Train:                  Bus:                   Car:
· Expected date of departure: …………………………………………….

· Means of transportation:         Train:                  Bus:                   Car:
II. Data of Participation in the Conference and the Festival and in 

     Other Cultural Activities:

· Attending the conference opening ceremony : yes:                        No: 
   12:00 p.m  First Day

· Attending the Inauguration of the culture festival: yes:                     No:

    3:00 p.m  First Day

· Visiting The University Gallery:       yes:                                No: 

    12:00 - 2:00 p.m Second Day

· Attending the parallel sessions of oral presentation:

     6:00 - 9:00 p.m First Day:        Yes:                 No:  

     9:00 - 12:00 a.m. Second Day: Yes:                 No: 
     6:00 - 9:00 p.m Second Day:    Yes:                 No:  

· Tour to ancient Egyptian cities:

      12:00 a.m Third Day:               Yes:                No: 
* The Conference will be held In Collaboration with Women Affairs Committée, Council of Ministers, Kuwait & Hildesheim University, Federal Republic of Germany


* Members of the jury that will evaluate papers submitted for publication and/ or oral presentation are  Egyptians, Arabs and foreigners. Egyptians are chosen from among members of the committées of promotion to professorship and association professorship.











( This refers to varieties of the language in countries of the outer circle.


(( This refers to the language as spoken in countries of the inner circle .





*kindly fill in the Companionship Form and enclose with your Participation Form
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